Government Relations Internship


Position Location: Columbia, SC
About JDRF

Driven by the needs of people living with diabetes, the mission of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation International (JDRF) is to find a cure for diabetes and its complications through the support of research. We work to accomplish this by finding and funding the best and most relevant research.  JDRF advocacy (government relations) is very effective on the state and national level resulting in increased government funding for diabetes treatment and research.  

Description

The Palmetto Chapter of JDRF encompasses the larger portion of our state including all of the midlands and low country.  JDRF hosts signature events each year and works with other companies and organizations on networking/outreach programs.  Our government relations (GR) efforts include:

· Signing up local advocates

· Contacting local advocates when there is a federal or state bill relevant to those with diabetes.

· Nationally, we plan two trips to DC.  We are asked to make appointments with South Carolina Senators and Representatives.
· Locally, we look to plan educational and outreach events
JDRF is looking to increase our relationships with state and federal legislators through the above channels and through the (complimentary) invitation to JDRF events. 

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to:
· Contact local families to determine interest in being an “advocate.”

· Contact the state and federal legislators to schedule meetings or invite to our events.

· Attend meetings (if secured) with JDRF families and staff.

· Assist in planning and execution of outreach events
· Respond to GR inquiries (from legislators, advocates, etc.)

· Write and edit GR letters, e-mails, press releases and brochures.

· Assist with local GR website updates. 

Qualifications:
· Junior or senior college student in political science, family and consumer science, sociology or other applicable major considering a career in politics.

· Excellent writing and editing skills. 

· Outstanding presentation skills (both phone and in person) with ability to think on your feet.

· Outgoing personality who is willing to network.

This is an unpaid internship but may be used for college credit.  Intern must work at least 10 hours per week.  Hours are flexible and may include evenings or weekends.

Deadline: Varies for Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer internship.

Please e-mail or fax a cover letter and resume to:
Dana Bruce

Executive Director

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Palmetto Chapter 
Fax: 803-782-8975

Email:  dbruce@jdrf.org
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JDRF...Improving lives...while searching for the cure  












